MK2 Frank Von Rossuim works on utility boat engines.
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Coast Guard crews search for boats and people for
hours and days at a time, in all weather, pounding
seas, scorching Caribbean heat and arctic cold.
Where there are boats, there are engines and Coast
Guard Machinery Technicians making sure the
engines keep turning.

Machinery Technician 1st Class William Bailey is
happy working aboard Coast Guard Cutter Red
Cedar. The ship is a working boat, maintaining chan-
nel markers and navigation aids year 'round, and
providing search and rescue and law enforcement
services as needed. The engine room supplies the
power to run the ship, and it's all his.
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On narrow diamond plate steel walkways,

Machinery Technicians (MKs) work around the two
main diesel engines, each the size of a small car, that
hunker down in the center of the space. Overhead air
ducts, low pressure steam boilers, generators,
hydraulics, pneumatic and electrical controls, and
miles of color-coded tubing, pipes and cables sur-
round them. Bailey said, "Besides maintaining all
this, we're also the 'hotel' services for the ship. We
supply the heat and water, maintain the air condi-
tioning and refrigeration, and more"

MKs aboard Coast Guard cutters such as the Red
Cedar maintain most of their own equipment, carry
their own repair parts, and even machine simple
replacement parts themselves.

Small boat stations' boats have to be rescue-ready,
and Machinery Technicians keep them running with
regular preventative maintenance, but rarely rebuild
major machinery. MK's there are more likely to be
members of rescue crews.

Eventually every machine needs an overhaul. At
the Coast Guard Support Center Portsmouth, Va., in-
dustrial maintenance shop, the ten-man staff
overhauls engines, propeller shafts and steering gear,
hydraulic and other specific equipment that a small
boat or cutter crew can't.

Machinery Technician 2nd Class Frank Von
Rossum said, "Here I work with professional civilian
machinists and factory representatives. I routinely
do any of the overhaul work except the fine tolerance
metal machining, and I'm learning that too." His
training started at MK basic 'A' school, Coast Guard
Training Center, Yorktown, Va.

Chief Warrant Officer Larry Jones, Engineering
and Weapons Training Division Officer, said the
school is currently 14 weeks long. O

MK1   William  Bailey  and  Fireman  Apprentice  Ross
lehnrtkuhler work on RED CEDAR's engines.

7ditionally, "We do a health
